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Luke 12:13-34"
Read the Text and tell the story:"

• What promote a statement like we find in vera 13?"

• Why would this individual ‘ask Jesus’ about that sort of thing?"

• What view of Jesus does this indicate?"

• Consider the issue of fairness; is this a biblical idea? If not, what 
is the biblically ‘ ‘alternative view’ to our idea of fairness"

• Now consider this farmers ‘self talk’ his monologue with himself. 
What conversation i he having with himself? Upon what is it 
based? What assumptions is he making automatically about life 
and time?"

• Why is it so tempting for us to evaluate our lives based on this 
same view of time?"
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• As you consider ‘the life HE always wanted, what kind of life was 
that? What is his reward and when will he receive it?"

Conclude the bible talk by considering this quote from CS 
Lewis about eternal things:  

“The church outlive the universe; in it the individual person 
will outlive the universe. Everything that is joined to the 
immortal head will share His immortality. We hear little of 
this from the Christian pulpit today…If we do not believe it, 
let us be honest and relegate the Christian faith to museums. 
If we do, let us give up the pretense that it makes no 
difference. For this is the real answer to every excessive 
claim made by the collective. It is mortal; we shall live 
forever. There will come a time when every culture, every 
institution, every nation, the human race, all biological life is 
extinct and every one of us is still alive.”$

Lewis, C. S. ; Weight of Glory (Collected Letters of C.S. Lewis) 
(pp. 171-172). HarperCollins. "

• Do you agree with this idea? If we truly agree with this idea, how 
shall we conduct ourselves and value our personal spirituality in 
light of these realities?"

• Name something temporary that you can give up or give away 
this month that will increase your value of eternity. "

!
1 Corinthians 9:19-27"
Read and discuss this text; "

A familiar passage for most of us. "

Look at Paul's use of the slavery metaphor; Describe what he 
means by verse 20-22 in ‘layman's terms’, non religiously  

�2Life You Wanted; 2014

Week 2: Training or Trying



February 5, 2014

!
What is he ‘doing’ for the people he names? List some of the 
actions he might have in mind as he writes these words. "

" “having nothing”, “becoming weak”…for example"

• Are these easy and natural ways of being toward others?"

• Do you think that Paul ‘just naturally’ wanted to be a slave to the 
needs of others? How did he get that way?"

• What does it mean “to win as many as possible”? What is it that 
drives Paul to train himself the way that he does?"

• Do you personally believe in the idea of spiritual lostness for 
eternity?"

• Do you interact with others in a way that shows that belief 
clearly?"

Lets talk about running as an activity:"

Could you run 10 miles today? Could you make that distance? "

If your life deepened upon making that distance in 6 months time, 
how would you need to alter your lifestyle now, to be prepared for 
that ‘race day’?"

What if our ability to run this race saved not us, but our dearest 
friend, wife or child? Would you train differently?"

Imagine this scene: Its race day, and someones 5 year old child 
is standing at the finish line with them, waiting on you to 
finish the ten mile race in a certain time. The gun goes off, and 
you begin. As you move through the miles you grow 
increasingly fatigued, cramp up and many times have to slow 
to a walk or a jog. You finally reach the finish line only to see 
the child dead in its mothers arms and he weeping. She turns 
to your exhausted frame and says, you were too late…what 
happened? To this you can only reply “well…I tried”$

Would that answer satisfy either of you or God?"

Do we train for the race as though the prize really was “a crown 
that will last forever”?"
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What does ‘strict training’ in a biblical sense even look like? 
Describe some of the activities and habits it might entail."

Which of these are you weakest in? Will you make the effort to 
train on that discipline until it becomes a habit? "

Conclusion: Life is not a game, but it is a race and there is a prize 
awaiting us. Only the fit and well trained can make sure of 
completing the race. Only the well trained can ‘save others’ as well. "

Hows your training?"
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